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Thomas Powers o.nt 30.;Year __‘_Jof CIA Secréts

By LeeLescaze’

Whexx Thoma.;s I}bwers decxded: to
“mte a bzography .of Richard Helms
he set himself an elusive target. "

=-After ‘2 long: Central . ‘Intellig ence
Agency career; ending with 6% years
as director and including offimal and
dumer-table contacts-with all the pow-
erful  of" Washington, - Helms’mnama
;Deppers;,eitheéwritten-i-recorcwoi s
‘times, but his nature; his thoughtsihis;

likes and dislikes. have; been-as; closely " thi

guarded as the ‘secrets he'so. doggedly'
‘protected:=As Powers writes in “The
Man Who Kept the .Sé’crets:-Rxchard
Helms: and the=CIA, : ‘

Helms’; friends: ,and_i_ rImex; assoczates
to telkay Helms" 'story,-to-quote: Helms’
wost. characteristic.saying, to. give hi
something- to" ¢olor the’ H'elms story
wu.h what news-magazine writers call
quoxes jokes a.nd anecdotes " ik

sy ot of them asked me,' “Why are
.mou writinz+ a - book fabout:. cyetmslt
They'd tell” me~‘here were:.: ~d 7

ers’said in arF 1nterv1ew ab
B I&ev,guqtg&,jp_,kgs '

Pt A

way thmugh“tli‘ ‘secret’ Histo

does it well " JoHAT& Carte MIeJthe
‘hook “a—sp‘endid’sp?‘@fdryrand*“‘n the]
hetter~ for being ;nonfictign'’v:Ward
_Just wrote, <‘That we can understand
the real natore of tire. CiA) at, a}!ﬂ and
undex stand the~ CIA'S role in. Amen-
can foreign no;.cy since-World: War Ik
s die. to this~ temarkable booku And
Auoh&-Leonnrd:puged out: al!,tﬁe-

ops
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2 In th.e spring of 1976 PoWers knew
only one ‘CIA" employe, -had- hever
worked on stories about mtenxgcnce,
but had become fascinated by theiac-

magazina assigmnent “from : Romng
Stone, Powers set out to 5ahsfy his cu-+
J;i.asity -about:what the CIA- waa really

'\-*“I hcnestly nnticlpated tha I’d walk
#Yito./an:- unbreachable stone ‘wall,”: he
said; Instead, Powers found that large
‘numbers of the: CIA’s first generation
had retired just before or during the
“ypheavals: that:brought the ugly” se~
"Créts -which. the  agency had .called
"the family™ jewels" lnto the head-
Tines, 3 ;
—I'rhese ‘men-had 'been reading the
cnumsm of the-agency.and listening
tp. the- calls -for :reform and: they'd

was getting .a bum rap.’
m-f‘They were really quite open," Pow-
éf3 sald; “CIA’peopla are much. easier
tortallti to” than- elected officials. They

Raven't: had: the endless practica in
public preva;dcation. T S
‘*;:‘The 1mportant thmg wasn’t the
first - meeting;.;but the-:second . ox
ABird,”.; Powers .. said. . By ‘then,. his,
sources:realized .that ‘what: they’told]
Hiht was® ‘not’going to’ be’in’print’in-a

been listemng to radio- bmadcasts of a7
‘just-released ‘Rolling Stone: 'story by~
Howard Kobn . that charged-'the’ CIA
with a series -of new misdeeds; includ~
ing a'gift of $1 million to former New
York governor and Republican presxo
dential candldate Thomas E. Deweyr .1

: “I’m not sura«I want to talh; fo you, ,

s

= ugometimes; I would be talking 1o
‘one of these guys and I would notice!
that his wife or one of his children ;
was listening; lurking in the back-i
ground,” Powers sald.  “They’d neverg
~heard this stuff before? »-a~ rosmrerwy v‘]
"+ Neither, of course, had Powers, and
'!i some- of the: storles had gona the
‘rounds:among: CLA people, Powers
was-a fresh ear for-old chesmuts.
.After-hehad. beent working on the
book for some. Hme, Powers said, “I-
began to- have: «somethmc to: offer he~
sides -anear)” “POwers- had learned’ a
lotiabout. personahties .andr feuds at
the’ top of the  CIA over. the - years.
People would’ ask him what’ so-and:so
was. really liker 6r' why Helms. and
thhard Bissen did.n’t et along. r o
i pgwers, who Hie Helins ‘began. hix;
ecareer as a reporter for-United* :Presy]
International, . has been ai free-lance
writer since. 15970 Hezwomf& Pulitzer;
Prize for his: reports on Diana: Ough«
ton, who was Xilled in 1870 in a-bomb
explosion that destroyed a New:York
town: house being used: by Weather-|
men.. Hxs ﬁrst book was, “D1ana~ The,

Makmg of A Terrorist.” His second
book was: on. the domestxc impact of
the Vietna ’ ar' alled «The. WaL_a.t
Home. .. '.g; T o5t
“As he beﬂan the reportmgu.for ‘his]
hew- hook, Powers wortled that the
CIA might-lead him. down the garden
path. ‘At: the ‘end -'of his’ Work, “he
thinks that some CIA people tried o
misrepresent some .things,’ _but_that]
there was no concerted plot to ,mxs-
lead him. . s
‘His, book seems- fllkely to disappomtg
‘both/ the< CIA -yéterans; who. ‘helped] -
him.write it andthose foes of the CIA
who find ‘a“drop-of sympathy’ for, the
agency one-drop: too TOANY rees mirimmmspenn’y
It is by no- mea.ns an’ all-out.attack]
Onv Helmsq or~the CIA,:yet,: Powers
said, many of: ma sourca to:whom~ he
sentiq coples i of s the < manuscript
“thought it was implacahly hostile- to?]
the: CIAY Powers adds: “They didn’t
vinderstand how, come T didn’t. get_onj
board after: thsy’d suent an that tim
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